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CHIEF MCGRATH: Today's date is January 
17th, 2002. The time is 1612 hours. I am 
Battalion Chief Jim McGrath of the Fire 
Department of the City of New York. I'm 
conducting an interview with Tommy Donato 
from Ladder 85. This interview is taking 
place in the quarters of Ladder 85, and it's 
regarding the events of September 11th, 
2001. 

Q. Tommy, if you will please state your 
name and just recall the events that took place 
as best as you can remember them. 

A. My name is Tommy Donato, Ladder 85. 

As far as I remember that morning I 
came into work my regular tour. I started seeing 
some stuff on the TV of the first plane. I 
remember calling my wife and saying most likely 
I'm going to get called there and I'll call you 
later, is basically what I said. That was before 
we got actually called to the job. 

Then after the second plane hit, Ladder 
85, as far as I remember, was sent. AS we were 
on the Verrazano, I remember looking over to the 


left and seeing the billowing of smoke. I 
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believe one building had collapsed by the time we 
were on the Verrazano. I'm not positive if that 
actually happened or not. 

We get to the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel. 
We were going to go through the Battery Tunnel, 
but because civilians were walking out, they said 
we couldn't go in. So they turned us around, and 
we took the bridge, the Brooklyn Bridge. 

As we get over the Brooklyn Bridge, we 
headed down -- I'm not really sure on the street. 
I remember heading down the street and pulling 
the rig over to the side. We filled the stokes 
basket with up with as much equipment as we could 
possibly fit of what we thought we might need. 
Then we walked. 

We walked down the street that we were 
parked on and waited for what to do, an 
assignment what to do. We were standing around 
not knowing exactly what to do. 

Q. Could we stop for one minute. I'm 
going to see if I can quiet the outside noise. 

(Interruption. ) 

Q. Okay. Now you can resume, please. 


A. So then a couple firemen were 
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approaching us. They said the chief said they 
were commandeering some radios, so I had to give 
up my radio. They were taking them from truck 
companies that had multiple radios. So we were 
left with I think two or three radios after that. 

At the time we were told to go set up 
the tower ladder -- I think was around 11:00; I'm 
not sure -- to put out one of the fires that was 
burning in one of the smaller black buildings. I 
think it was World Trade Center Five or Four 
maybe. 

A couple things that stuck out in my 
head on that when we went to go set up, Ladder 7, 
which I worked with a couple years ago, was set 
up, and they were dumping water on the fire. 
Then one of the members from Ladder 7 came up to 
me and said something like, "Did you see the guys 
from Ladder 7?" I said, "Yeah, they're right 
there." He said, "No, those are the guys that 
just came down. Did you see anyone" -- he named 
the names of the guys that were working that day. 
Then I said I didn't see anything. 

Then we started to set up our tower 


ladder. Something that sticks out in my head -- 
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I'm struggling with this, but what sticks out in 
my head is as the tool measurers were coming down 
and we were setting it up, this salty old fireman 
comes up to me and he said, "Did you check the 
manhole covers?" 

In the middle of things falling all 
over the place, buildings burning, this guy 
remembered to check to see if the tool measurers 
were coming down on a manhole cover, which kind 
of surprised me. 

So then they aborted us from setting up 
the tower ladder because they were worried about 
now seven coming down. So then they pulled us 
away. This is where I kind of start remembering 
a lot. 

We came around, I think we took Murray 
Street down the west side, and we stopped the rig 
and pulled over to the side and we all got out of 
the rig. We were standing, waiting for seven to 
come down. We were there for quite a while, a 
couple hours. 

During that time a couple of the 
members felt like we were being useless just 


standing around. We wanted to do something. So 
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we started trying to walk down, trying to get 

into the pile. We kept on being turned around 
from chiefs, because they didn't want us near 

seven. 

Prior to seven coming down, this is the 
first chance that we -- we were starting to get 
hungry, so one of the members that I was with, he 
said we heard there was a box of fruit or bananas 
down the block, so we started walking down the 
block. 

As we were walking, we had to actually 
get a little closer to seven. So we turned and 
looked at seven, and that's when all the marble 
siding started popping off the side because it 
was starting to go down. 

I think we ran down I think it was 
Vesey Street -- yeah, it was Vesey Street that we 
ran down. Seven came down. We ran back to 85. 
As far as I remember, 85 came down -- I don't 
know what this street right here is. 

Q. Greenwich. That's Greenwich. 
A. We made our way to the base of seven. 
That's where we set up the tower ladder. 


AS we were coming down Greenwich -- was 
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it Greenwich? I'm not sure. It was either West 
or Greenwich. There was multiple cars on fire 
throughout the block. All the hydrants, there 
was no pressure in any of the hydrants that we 
were around. There was a pumper set up on one of 
the streets, so we tried to stretch a line off 
the pumper because there was no pressure in the 
hydrant. 

Tommy Delpino, the firefighter who was 
driving that day, suggested that we tap off the 
standpipe system in I think it was The Bank of 
New York, or maybe it was 75 Park Place. It was 
one of the buildings that was there. So we 
started stretching a line off that. 

By then the radios, the batteries were 
dead. We had no communication. My captain at 
the time was on the front of the line with two 
other guys that I don't know. They're froma 
different company. 

So I was actually acting as the radio 
communication between Delpino, who was at the 
standpipe, and the captain who was at the end of 
the line. He would tell me stop the water. I 


would run back and tell him. Then I would run 
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back to help with the line. Then I would run 
back and tell him to shut down. 

We worked our way putting out the car 
fires, which I don't know if there was 
ammunition, because there was a lot of cop cars, 
but there was explosions. Tires were exploding. 
There had to be about 15 or 20 car fires. We put 
them out as we worked our way down. 

So then we were able to get 85 to the 
base of seven where seven had just collapsed. We 
set up 85 and started dumping water. It had to 
be around 7 or 8:00, and we stayed there until 7 
in the morning the next morning, alternating the 
members in between the bucket and just dumping 
the water on the base of seven from the north 
side. 

That's basically how the day went. 

Q. Okay. By any chance do you remember 
who you gave the radio to when you gave up your 


radio earlier? 


Q. No? 
How about the pumper that you said was 


on Greenwich Street, do you remember what company 
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that was? 

A. It seemed like it was an extra pumper, 
because it was like a 505 or a 515 number. 

Q. Do you remember the name of the 
companies of anybody else that you operated with 
or saw besides you had mentioned 7 earlier? 

A. No, I don't remember companies that 
were on the line. I don't remember any companies 
that we worked with that day. The guy from 7 was 
kind of walking around in a daze, looking for his 
guys. In fact, I met him like twice or three 
times that day. He kept on asking me, "Did you 
see anyone from 7? Did you see anyone from 7?" 
He mentioned the guys who were working that day. 

When I rotated, I stayed in my same 
group, group 2. So Danny Suhr who was in 216 I 
worked with all the time, because I was in group 
2. We lost him. All the guys in 7 were guys 
that I -- some guys you don't see. Some groups 
you just hardly work with. These are guys that I 
spent time at their summer house and stuff. So 
when I heard that they were missing, I was quite 
upset. 


Q. Had you seen any of the guys from 216 
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at all? 

A. 216, no I did not see any of them. 

Q. Is there anything else that you can 
think of that might be helpful to us or that you 
would like to add? 

A. No, not really. 

Q. Okay. I want to thank you very much 
for all your help in providing us with this 
information. 

CHIEF MCGRATH: This will conclude the 
interview, then. The time is 1622 hours. 
FIREFIGHTER DONATO: Thank you. 


CHIEF MCGRATH: Thank you. 


